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PRESS RELEASE – Urban Stormwater Management white paper  

 
 
Zwolle, The Netherlands, June 08, 2017 – It stands to reason that living near the sea or a river involves its risks, 

but few city dwellers are aware of the potential dangers of urban flooding. Homes and businesses in Europe 

are at risk of damage as our cities are ill prepared for the result of increased urbanisation and heavier rainfall.  

According to a recent white paper by Wavin, a manufacturer of plastic pipes and systems, more needs to be done 

to educate the public and make sure urban spaces can cope with excessive rainfall and subsequent flooding. 

In addition to outlining the challenges and impacts of urban flooding, Wavin’s white paper provides insight into 

how city leaders, planners, designers and community members can lessen the impact of urban flooding on their 

cities, calling for an ‘Urban Stormwater Resilience Movement’ to address surface water gathering in abnormal 

quantities as a result of heavy rainfall. 

Geertjo van Dijk, European Product Manager Stormwater Management at Wavin, said: 

“Flooding is a huge issue in urban areas across Europe and one that we are forced to address in new ways every 

single year. Gone are the days when managing flooded areas in cities was limited to selecting the right drainage 

system to get rid of the excess water. Today, a lot of factors need to be taken into account, including the long-

term impact of any such process on infrastructure and surrounding communities. 

“Climate change is real, and the damage of flooding to homes and businesses can come as a huge blow to the 

livelihood of thousands of residents. Therefore, we can’t just leave it to the government, municipalities, 

environmentalists or urban planners to put an infrastructure in place to prevent urban flooding. It has got to be a 

cooperative effort, as well as an individual effort. We – each of us – must make it our personal responsibility to 

adapt to climate change.” 

 

Dr. Frans van de Ven, urban water management expert at Delft University of Technology in the Netherlands, said: 

“The effects of climate change on rainfall levels and frequency have prompted urban planners and businesses to 

consider long term solutions for managing stormwater. This has created a significant demand for innovation and 

different ways of managing excessive water gathered in urban locations.  

“It is heartening to see organisations like Wavin educating the public and decision makers on the challenges and 

opportunities that lie ahead of us to protect our cities from the damage caused by flooding. The public can help 

by being strong ambassadors of managing excessive rainfall or flooding in their neighborhoods. One way of doing 

this is attending city planning meetings, and most importantly, speaking up and being heard.” 

The white paper comes as Europe braces for what promises to be an active flood season filled with torrential 

rainstorms that have the potential to cause large-scale damage to urban infrastructure. 

One of the key findings of the white paper suggests the development of an “integrated urban stormwater 

management infrastructure” that will be resilient to the challenges of excessive and intense rainfall due to climate 

change.  

http://www.citg.tudelft.nl/en/about-faculty/departments/watermanagement/sections/water-resources/leerstoelen/wrm/people/ven-fhm-van-de/
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The research also highlights the role of technology and innovation, focusing on how robust engineering and design 

can protect urban spaces from floods.  

To view the full Urban Stormwater Management Press Toolkit including the white paper, 

visit www.wavin.com/toolkit. 

 

About Wavin 

Wavin is a leading supplier of plastic pipe systems and solutions. As one of the longest established names in this 

competitive and demanding market, Wavin built its reputation on 60 years of high quality and innovation. Wavin 

provides innovative solutions for above and below ground projects in the following application areas: stormwater 

management, heating and cooling, water and gas distribution, waste water drainage and cable ducting. 

 

The Wavin headquarters are located in Zwolle, the Netherlands. In 2012, Wavin became part of Mexichem, one 

of the biggest producers of plastic pipes and connections worldwide and one of the largest chemical and 

petrochemical companies in Latin America. Wavin has a direct presence in over 25 countries with 30+ 

manufacturing sites, mostly in Europe. Outside Europe, the company operates through a global network of agents, 

licensees and distributors.  
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